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NEXT MEETING – THURSDAY, May 12, 2005 – Rush Street Grill
Minutes of the ABCS Meeting for April 14, 2005

This month’s meeting was held at “Ben’s
Garage”, where some members gathered
for hot dogs, refreshments, and good
fellowship. There were a few “Bs”, and
Richard and Sue Williams brought his
dad’s 1954 XK-120 for the rest of us to
admire.
Ben has a nice, well laid out place where
he can work on his cars at his leisure, or
even take a nap, without being bothered.
His latest endeavor is an XKE type coupe,
that he has been doing some bodywork to
it. Apparently, the engine and transmission
are in good shape. Ben and Paul Kern
were able to get it started if only for a short
time.
The business part of the meeting was
rather short. President Bailey brought the
subject of insurance on the club, and the
activities sanctioned by the club. The idea
of incorporating as a non-profit
organization and being able to obtain
insurance at a reasonable price needs to
be look into.

Upcoming Programs:
May – Dave Valentine
June – Bruce Harr – Engines
July – Al Bradley
August – Allen Calcote
September –
October – Margaret Calcote
November – Ann & Paul Kern
December – Annual Christmas Party

Upcoming Events:
May 14 – Drive to Townsend. Leaving
from Burger King in Gray, TN.
May 25 – Drive your MG – Johnson City
Regional Activities:
June 10-12 – Gold Cup Historic Races
Virginia Int. Raceway
June 26-July1 – Austin Healy Conclave
Winston-Salem, NC

British Off-Roading in West Virginia
By Randall Thomas
On Sunday,April 3, I joined with 20+ other
Land Rover owners on an off-road driving
day in West Virginia. Las summer I bought
a 2004 Land Rover Freelander, which is
the small V-6 powered SUV in the Land
Rover lineup, and one of the most
affordable British vehicles available new
here in the USA. Most of the other Land
Rovers on our drive were late model
Discoverys, a couple of the new LR3
models, a Range Rover or two, and three
other Freelanders. The drive was
organized by the Land Rover Charleston
(WV) dealership, something they do three
or four times a year, sending out invites to
owners who have bought their Landies
from them.
The drive took place in Eastern Kanawha
county, only a few miles outside of
Charleston, on a county road that had not
seen any maintance in years, if not
decades. We drove up Campbell’s Creek
(on blacktop) past the small communities
of Tad and Perryville, and when we went
past Rattlesnake Hollow (no kiddding!) the
blacktop ended and we were going up the
mountain on the rutted, muddy “county
road”. It had rained fairly heavily during the
week, with even a wet snow shower or two
the day before, so the trail was plenty
muddy. I made sure to follow the other
Freelanders, so that I could pick my way
through the rough patches, because the

ground clearance on them is not as good
as the Discoverys. The weather was great,
scenery beatiful (not much evidence of
coal mining), and there were three or four
big mud pits for the more adventurous
among us—and sure enough, two of the
Discoverys had to be pulled out of the
deepest holes when they got stuck. Since I
haven’t been off-roading too many times,
and with the limitations of the Freelander
(as it comes from the Solihull factory
anyway), I stuck to the main trail. We were
on the trail for about 5 miles, taking 2
hours or better, due to the slow nature of
the driving and the line-up by everyone to
watch the Landies go through the big mud
holes—yes, there were cameras and video
cams there to record it all.
We came back out on blacktop near the
hamlet of Qwuick, and soon we were back
on U.S. Rt. 119 as it folowa the Elk River.
We even passed an MGB (Bronze Yellow,
early ‘70’s model) on this road, with its top
down. The dealership very generously
took us to a family-type restaurant on the
outskirts of Charleston and treated us
(around 40 or more) to supper, and after
an enjoyable meal and fellowship, I was
back out on Rt. 119 in my muddy
Freelander heading for Kentucky. This is a
different and challenging new way for me
to enjoy British motoring, and it was an
eye-opener to see how capable and
rugged these Land Rovers actually are.
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More Pictures of “Ben’s Garage”
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