
 

 

                                                                                                        

ABCS Newsletter                          June-July 2018  

Next Meeting:  Sept 13th    Guest Speaker None Scheduled 

Next Drive: Sept 15th         Barry & Dani Black 

At our June 14th meeting our guests were on & Jeanie Zucker. They presented a photo 

and description of their travels in Brazil and Argentina at the Cataratas del Iguazo 

Waterfalls. Thanks to Joseph for arranging them. 

 

On July 12 meeting guest was Fred Sauceman. Fred spoke about the history of the 

Proffitt family of Ridgewood BBQ. Fred has written a book, The Proffitts of Ridgewood, 

An Appalachian Family’s Life in Barbecue. Again, thanks to Joseph. 

 



 

 

 

Our June 9th club drive was hosted by Bob and Chris Frazier. I was not on this drive 

but I heard everyone made it home ! 

 

On July 14th Al & Liz took us on our annual drive to Hot Springs NC. Everyone brought 

a picnic lunch for the park outside of Hot Springs. And You Betcha’, we went into Hot 

Springs for ice cream after lunch. Great weather. 

 

In our January 2016 meeting, a general consensus was reached on 
improvements/changes to club drives to possibly improve turnouts: 
 
 

If at all possible, we will not depart on club drives until 10:00am.  
This will help those members who live a distance from the departure point. There is no 
reason we have to stop for lunch by 12:00. At times an earlier departure may be 
required depending on our destination/event. 
 
When on club drives, leaders please try your best to make a “loo” stop about every 
hour. 
 
When on a club drive please try to stay closer together. If we are on a 4 lane road with 
stops lights you can use both lanes to get through lights as a group. 
The leaders cannot always see everyone behind them so, make sure the person 
behind you sees you making a turn, stop and wait if necessary!      
*** You are responsible for the person behind you *** 
 
Any further comments/suggestion/changes please bring up at meeting. 

All I’ve heard so far is positive so, keep it up.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Events 2018 

April 18-21 Classic Minis United The Mini59 Kingsport TN  
http://www.classicminis.org/mini59.htm 
 

May 12 Springtime in the Smokies Townsend TN 

  https://blountbritishcars.org/annual-car-gathering/ 

May 18 Lakebridge A Waters Community J.C. Car display 

May 26 Brit Gathering at the Driven Man Cookeville TN 

June 2 British & Euro Show Morristown TN  (Main St downtown) 

  http://www.etmgdc.org/news.html 

June 17-22 NAMGBR Convention Gettysburg PA                 https://mg2018.namgbr.org/welcome-to-

mg-2018/ 

August 25 Return of the British Show Rugby TN 

Sept 13-16    Southeastern British Car Festival, Dillard GA  

                      http://www.peachtreemg.com/dillard-2018.html 

October 13 Autumn In the Mountains Brit show Asheville NC 

  http://www.bccwnc.org/autumn-in-the-mountains-british-car-show/ 

October 27 Chattanooga Choo Choo Show Chattanooga TN 

 

Drives 2018    (Saturday following meeting) 

Apr 27-28 Brarry & Barbara Cox Waynesville NC Overnight 

May 12 Springtime in the Smokies Townsend TN   

June   Bob & Chris Frazier 

July 9  Al & Liz Bauerle Hot Springs NC 

Aug 11  Ben Bailey 

Sept 15 Barry & Dani Black 

Oct   Al & Liz Bauerle Fall Color Tour 

Nov  Dwight & Patsy Ketron 

Dec   (ABCS Christmas party) 

http://www.classicminis.org/mini59.htm
https://blountbritishcars.org/annual-car-gathering/
http://www.etmgdc.org/news.html
https://mg2018.namgbr.org/welcome-to-mg-2018/
https://mg2018.namgbr.org/welcome-to-mg-2018/
http://www.peachtreemg.com/dillard-2018.html
http://www.bccwnc.org/autumn-in-the-mountains-british-car-show/


 

 

2018 CLUB PROGRAMS/Guests        CLUB SPONSOR 
 

FEB 8TH JOSH BARTON AccuCut Tool & Design   Chuck Gaines 

March 8th Elyse Batista   Domtar     Dwight Ketron 

April 12th John Plutchak Kingsport Senior Center   Patricia Ketron  

  Quilting, Weaving, etc. 

June 14th Ron & Jeanie Zucker Cataratas del Iguazo Waterfall  Joseph Viola 

July 12th Fred Sauceman      Joseph Viola 

August 9th Greg Ware Clinch Mtn. Rangers, Civil War  Patricia Ketron 

As of this date, we have no further guest speakers scheduled for this year. Could use some help 

there! 

*************************************************************************************** 

Congrats to Barry & Dani Black for finding and purchasing a very nice 1979 MGB 

Rover V8 in South Carolina. 

 

                



 

 

                                     FYI                                          

A few words about Caster alignment. Especially on MGBs, I hear and have 

experienced very hard turning steering wheel. They we’re designed with about 6 or 7 

degrees positive caster. Great for straight line stability and steering wheel “return” but 

can be a pain to drive. You can reduce the positive caster to about 3 degrees which 

will greatly reduce turning effort and barely affect stability and return-ability, by 

inserting an angled shim between front cross member and body. Two bolts on each 

side attach cross member to body. A 3/16 thick shim on the Front bolt on each side will 

reduce positive caster to 3-4 degrees. I have done this on my MG and one other with 

great results. 

Moss Motors sells a shim kit (which I thought was a stupid price) and took the time to 

make my own. You may do a google search & find them cheaper. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Kingpins, are your worn ? 

 

 

 



 

 

Wheel Backspacing and Wheel offset 

Follow the diagram below for a complete overview on how to measure wheel 

dimensions, as well as appropriate terminology for determining what size. 

 



 

 

 Wheel Width: Distance between inside of flanges rounded to nearest 1/2". Ensure 

that wheel width is proper for tire size you intend to mount on it. All tire sizes have 

minimum and maximum wheel width limits. 

 Wheel Diameter: Distance from bead seat to bead seat across diameter of wheel. 

Must be exactly the same as tire rim diameter. Always check diameter stamped on the 

wheel and match the tire exactly. 

 Wheel Offset: Distance between wheel mounting surface where bolted to hub of drum 

and centerline of rim. Determines vehicles “track” or distance between tires on each 

axle. Keep the wheel offsets as close to original as possible to avoid steering 

difficulties or wheel bearing fatigue. 

How to Measure Wheel Back Space 

The easiest way to measure backspace is to lay the wheel face down onto the ground so the 

backside of the wheel is facing up. Take a straight edge and lay it diagonally across the 

inboard flange of the wheel. Take a tape measure and measure the distance from where the 

straight edge contacts the inboard flange to the hub mounting pad of the wheel. This 

measurement is backspace. The photo below shows three wheels with 2",3", & 4" 

backspace. 

Items required to measure wheel backspace: 

 

 Tape measure 

 Straight edge 

 Wheel w/o tire (preferred) 

********************************************************************************************** 

 

 



 

 

Wheel Bolt Patterns  

Bolt pattern or bolt circle is the diameter of an imaginary circle formed by the centers of 
the wheel lugs. Bolt patterns may contain 4-, 5-, 6-, or 8-lug holes or studs. A bolt circle 
of 4x100 would indicate a 4-lug pattern on a circle with a diameter of 100mm.  

 

The diagram indicates the proper measuring methods. 6-lug wheels are measured like 
4-lug wheels. The bolt pattern consists of two numbers and looks like this (5x4.50) - 
the first number in this example "5" indicates how many bolt holes or studs are on the 
vehicle, the other number "4.50" describes the diameter of the circle formed by those 
"5" holes or studs in either inch or millimeter units (4.50 is inches). Another example: a 
bolt pattern of 4x100 indicates a pattern with 4 lugs on a circle with a diameter of 
100mm.  

 

This & That 

 

As usual, please send me anything of interest to share in newsletters, Thanks 

CrGaines 8-18                                                                                                                      Copy to:mgslime@swbell.net 

mailto:mgslime@swbell.net


 

 

 



 

 

 


