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NEXT MEETING – THURSDAY, February 13, 2003 – RUSH STREET GRILL

Minutes of the ABCS Meeting
For January 9, 2003
By Greg Bowman

G

ael Bright conducted the meeting. 22
Members were in attendance and no
guests. There were five British cars in
attendance; three MGBs (one Harley aspirated
and one V8), a Jaguar XJR, and an XJ6.
Members were reminded to renew their dues of
$15 for 2003.
Programs Chairman, Allen Calcote asked
members to sign up for programs. A reminder of
the Smokey Mt. Jaguar program for Saturday,
January 11 was made.
Bud Shinall agreed to serve as the Drives
Chairman for 2003.

that rust needs a cathode, anode and electrolyte.
Steel is the anode, oxygen is the anode, and
moisture is the electrolyte. It only takes 30%
relative humidity for steel to begin rusting.
Essentially, rust, once it starts, must be cut out, to
be eliminated. To stop rust, you must eliminate
the anode or electrolyte from the metal. Allen
recommended the use of fiberglass resin to repair
holes where rust has been cut away, as it will not
draw moisture. Those repairs he has found to be
very strong, even to the extent of being able to
tap threads in the fiberglass. (another tip for
fastening to brick is to use fiberglass in the hole in
the brick rather than a concrete anchor)

Members were asked to pass along web site
ideas to Herren and Carl Floyd.

Allen reviewed some of the “rust converters” on
the market, concluding that they only solve
surface rust problems. To clean away rust, he
suggested the use of a Dremel tool.

Members were asked to pass along tech articles
and other items of interest for the newsletter to
Eddie Penland.

Allen also recommended the use of 3M Flowable
Finish Putty, which he has found to be easier to
shape and sand than bondo.

Mr.
Wizard
(Allen Calcote)
gave
an
enlightening
program
on
fighting
rust
and corrosion.
He explained

The winner of the drawing was Al Bradley, who
received hand cleaner a package of wax and
pens.

E-Type Heater Pipe
Replacement
By George Cohn

www.xke-lovers.com

Several

people have asked
recently how to install
the heater transfer pipes
that fit inside the
bulkhead. I just finished
doing this job a few minutes
ago so I thought I would relate
my experience.

Note: This was on a 1970 Series 2 car.
Series 1 cars and RHD cars may not
need these modifications.
The stainless steel pipe kit costs about
$105 USD. John Farrell also stocks
these and I believe his listed price is
$105. I believe he is the actual
manufacturer of these, regardless of who
you actually buy them form.
It's easier to do this installation if the
dash and wiring and other stuff is not in
the way. My interior is completely bare
so this was the first stage in reassembling everything. You at least need
the center hole in the dash clear to be
able to maneuver the pipes into the dash.
A note on the replacement kit. It will be
nearly impossible to install the long
lower pipe without some modifications.
This is because the original mild steel
pipe had very sharp bends on the ends,
to the point that the tubing is actually
wrinkled. The new pipe has smooth
bends of the smallest possible radius
without kinking. This radius is slightly
larger than the original pipes. As a

result, the pipe will interfere with the
smaller diameter vacuum pipe, which is
not part of the kit.
Also, because of the larger radius bends,
you will have to make a small
modification of the hole on the left side
of the bulkhead. You will need to make
the bottom of the hole slightly oval,
about 3/32 of an inch, in order for the
pipe to be able to turn and slide through
the hole. It will be covered by the "D"
washer. Also, the long pipe itself will
need a gentle bend downward in the
middle, about 1/4 of an inch, to clear the
vacuum pipe where it goes through the
bulkhead near the center. Be sure to note
which way both the lower pipe and the
vacuum pipes fit. Because of the "D"
washers on the ends, they only go one
way. Before you bend anything, make
sure you have them turned the right
way!
Next, the vacuum pipe will need a slight
bend down about 6 inches from the right
end. The bend will only offset the end
about 1/2 inch. You will probably have
to re-drill two of the pop rivet holes in
the right side of the bulkhead as the
existing holes will not quite line up
because of the offset. Again, the "D"
washer covers it so it's no big deal.
Note: There are two sets of holes for the
vacuum pipe, the lower set is used in
LHD cars. For RHD cars, which use the
upper set, the two pipes will clear fine
and you will not need the slight bends in
either one.
Start by fishing the long, lower pipe into
the center hole towards the left. Keep it
high so that it slides into the opening
near the top, inside the bulkhead. This is
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necessary to get it far enough left to drop
past the sheet metal bracket in the center
of the bulkhead. Drop it all the way
down and fit it through the holes. Place
the "D" washers on the outside and put
one pop rivet in each end.
Then fish the vacuum pipe in the same
way. It drops down to fit just above the
lower pipe in the middle and all the way
down on the right side. Again, put the
"D" washers on and one rivet in each
end.

thing. A little bit of moisture and you
have a minute battery and the rivets start
to corrode. Many of the riveted parts on
my car came off with only the slightest
persuasion. Thank goodness nothing
structural was pop riveted together! Use
steel pop rivets when re-installing steel
parts. It will probably be OK to use
aluminum rivets for fastening the
aluminum data and identification plates
back to the car.

Next, take the pipe with no "D" washer
on one end and fish it in all the way to
the left. The "D" washer end fits through
the hole near the heater opening and the
non "D" washer end fits through the hole
in the bulkhead next to another hole for
a "D" washer. This is the end that the
spacer, "O" ring, and water valve fits on.

Also, a standard pop rivet tool will not
be able to seat the rivets. You either
need one with a long-skinny nose, or just
make a small spacer about 3/8ths of an
inch long (a small piece of 3/16ths inch
brake tubing works great!) to slip on the
stem of the rivets before putting them in
the tool. This will allow you to work
close to the protruding pipe ends but still
seat the rivets flush.

Finally, fit the pipe with the two "D"
washer ends and the "V" bend. This pipe
is bent to go over the sheet metal bracket
in the center of the bulkhead. Again, fit
the "D" washers and one Pop rivet at
each end.

If you decide to paint the "D" washers
black for a more correct concours look,
be sure to use a self-etching primer first.
Because these are stainless steel, paint
without an etching primer will fall off
shortly. (Remember the DeLoren?)

Once you are satisfied that everything
looks good, install the rest of the pop
rivets. This whole procedure should take
you about 45 minutes if your dash is
completely disassembled like mine. If
you're using the stainless pipes, this
should be the only time you ever need
deal with this!
A note on pop rivets: The rivets that
come with the kit are apparently
stainless steel. Many of the rivets
originally used on my car were
aluminum. Using aluminum rivets to
hold two pieces of steel together is a bad

TECH TIP
By: Penny Ploughman
From: LBCarCo@LBCarCo.com
After struggling with the soapy water
method for easing the install of a new
windshield to body seal on my 1973
MGB, I decided to try an all-vegetable
cooking spray (in this case Mazola)
and the seal slid right in! Remember
never use a petroleum based product
on rubber seals -- it makes them swell
and deteriorate.
Ed. note: I also have used this a few
times in the past when doing the
rubber on side curtains and it really
does work well.
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APPALACHIAN BRITISH CAR SOCIETY
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
NAME:______________________________

ADDRESS:_________________________________

CITY:______________________ STATE:____

ZIP:_________

SPOUSE’S NAME:________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS:______________________________________
MODEL

HOME PHONE (____)____________
WORK PHONE (____)____________
DATE:____________________

CARS:

MAKE

#1
#2
#3

__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

DUES ARE PRORATED ACCORDING TO
THE MONTH IN WHICH YOU JOIN:
January-March
April-June
July-September
October-December
All Renewals

YEAR

COLOR

Enclose payment with application and mail to:
Appalachian British Car Society
c/o Al Bradley, Treasurer
143 Stonewall Heights
Abingdon, VA 24210

$20.00
15.00
10.00
20.00 (includes following year’s dues)
15.00 (due February 28 of each year)

All meetings are held at 7:00 PM on the second Thursday of each month at the Rush Street Grill in
Kingsport, TN

ABCS / Eddie Penland
4547 Grace Dr.
Kingsport, TN 37664

TO:
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