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NEXT MEETING – THURSDAY, August 12, 2004 – RUSH STREET GRILL

Up Coming Programs
August
September
October
November
December

Bud Shinall
Open
Open
Open
Christmas Party

Show & Tell
Add your name here
Add your name here.
Add your name here.
Add your name here.

Up Coming Events
July 24,
2004*
August 4-7
August 5-8
*
August 21**
September
11*
September
26*
September
19
December
9

Fun Fest Car Show

D. B. Parking Lot

Coal Rail Road Days
King Midget Jamboree

Appalachia, VA
Bristol, TN

Drive to Grayson Highlands State Park
British Car Show Sycamore Shoals
Celtic Festival
ABCS Annual Get Together

Elizabethton, TN

Allendale Car Show

Shelter # 1 Warriors
Path State Park 1 PM
Allendale Mansion

ABCS Christmas Party

Rush Street Grill

* For more information visit the ABCS website. http://www.britcars.net/
** Leave Cracker Barrel Restaurant (Abington, VA) on interstate 81N exit 19 at
9 AM. Be there before 8 AM if you wish to join us for breakfast. Bring picnic lunch
and favorite beverage.
Don’t Cry because it’s over. Smile because it happened.
Dr. Seuss

Minutes of the July meeting

T

he ABCS met at Rush Street Grill
with 21 attending the meeting, and
enjoying dinner. Members arrived
in 9 British cars and other modes of
transportation. Gail opened the meeting
by asking for discussion of
improvements for next years car show.

From the clothing store: Event T-shirts,
Sweatshirts, and Hats from Al’s
Clothing Emporium. If you have a shirt
on I owe you, don’t forget to pay Al.

The winner of our drawing was Dave
Valentine. He is the proud owner of a
ballpoint pen, scratch pads, sticker
from Victoria British LTD, key chain and
a vice. Dave was lucky number 5.
Editors note: Forgot to give Allen
Calcote credit for an excellent article
about our car show in July. Good job
Allen.

Suggested improvements
ABCS car show.

q

Invite more Jaguars.

q

Set tent closer to the cars.

q

Set shorter hours.

q

Stay for the hours we set.

q

Select a cooler site.

q

Downtown train station was
suggested.

q

Give out trophies and dash
plaques at end of show.

David Valentine in China
By: Herren Floyd
Pictures by: Valentine

ur members who gathered at Rush Street Grill for the monthly meeting last month
were in for a real treat as David projected his photographs and shared his
impressions of China from his recent trip and compared them to his earlier visit there
about four years ago.

O

On one excellent illustration, a map of China was superimposed over one of the USA,
which gave an accurate comparison of their relative sizes. China is the larger but not by
very much and not by nearly as much as I had imagined.
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China is experiencing a period of very rapid development and modernization. David said
that China’s national bird should be the construction crane since there were so many all
around.
On his last trip the traffic congestion he saw in the cities was made up mostly of bicycles,
but this time it was mostly automobiles only four years later. Some places he visited are
becoming some of the most modern places in the world.
The huge dam on the Yangtze River is now completed and is the world’s largest dam, but it
will take years for the water level to rise to its ultimate depth inundating a very large number
of towns and villages.
There were lots of questions and much discussion at the end. Thanks to David for
presenting such an interesting and informative program.
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T

hursday at 6.00 pm we will be at the drag strip racing.
Friday is the day everyone can get a close look at
these cars at the cruise in at Kmart at 6.30 pm. I hope

all of the British Car group will come Friday night
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Behind the Smile
Al Bradley

Beware the Bare Floorboards
This is another in a [seemingly never-ending] series of humiliating stories that, even
though its content is personally revealing, needs to be told. It involves my first, sainted
Austin-Healey 3000. Ownership of that car was a learning experience for Your Faithful
Servant in many ways. The following story is one of them.
For openers, I live in the Commonwealth of Virginia; one of the many states that
requires a safety inspection every year. The Commonwealth considered my old Healey
unsafe for many reasons, one of the most damning of which was its ‘see-through’
floorboards. All attempts to convince the officials that this was a factory option had failed,
largely due to the rust that was still in evidence everywhere and the torn and tattered
upholstery. I was, therefore faced with the necessity to repair these floorboards. I had
found replacement floorboards and purchased them. Next, since I knew nothing about
welding, I found someone to put them in for a price. I stripped out much of the old interior
myself, leaving one seat in place for the trip to the welding shop. Once at the shop, I
removed the seat and brought it home for recovering.
The welding process involved delay after delay largely due to the deterioration of the
floors. When, finally, it was pronounced ready, I went in a great hurry to pick up the car. I
had not finished recovering the seat, so I just grabbed something that appeared to be the
right height. This was a wooden crate that soft drinks are frequently distributed in. I sat on
the drink crate and began the drive home.
Between the shop and my home, there was one big intersection. At the point where I
went to depress the clutch, all was well. At the point where I had to apply the brake, the
crate slid back out of the way on the bare metal floorboards and I could not reach it or
anything else! From desperation, I slid off of the wooden crate onto the floor. Then, while I
could manage to work the pedals, I had to strain my neck ever upward to see out! I
managed to do all of this and make a left turn without hurting either oncoming traffic, or
myself but you should profit from my mistake and beware the bare floorboards!
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www.britcars.net
APPALACHIAN BRITISH CAR SOCIETY
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
NAME:______________________________

ADDRESS:_________________________________

CITY:______________________ STATE:____

ZIP:_________

SPOUSE’S NAME:________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS:______________________________________

HOME PHONE (____)____________
WORK PHONE (____)____________
DATE:____________________

CARS:

MAKE

#1
#2
#3

__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

MODEL

DUES ARE PRORATED ACCORDING TO
THE MONTH IN WHICH YOU JOIN:
January-March
April-June
July-September
October-December
All Renewals

YEAR

COLOR

Enclose payment with application and mail to:
Appalachian British Car Society
c/o Al Bradley, Treasurer
143 Stonewall Heights
Abingdon, VA 24210

$20.00
15.00
10.00
20.00 (includes following year’s dues)
15.00 (due February 28 of each year)

All meetings are held at 7:00 PM on the second Thursday of each month at the Rush Street Grill in
Kingsport, TN

ABCS / Eddie Penland
4547 Grace Dr.
Kingsport, TN 37664

TO:
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